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Nowadays, with the transformation of the human disease spectrum and the aging
of the population, the status and role of TCM in maintaining human health are
increasingly significant. Under the new circumstances, how to apply TCM more
safely, effectively, and scientifically has become a major issue of global medical
concern. Due to the lack of a unified global standard for the quality and safety
control of TCM, its internationalisation has encountered obstacles and challenges.
Upon application by the Standardisation Administration of China (SAC), the
International Organisation for Standardisation (ISO) established a technical
committee for Traditional Medicine (ISO/TC 249) at the end of 20009.

ISO is the world’s most authoritative international standardisation organisation.
ISO standards serve as a global common language, aiming to break down trade
“technical barriers”, promote global trade and facilitate social and economic
development. So far, ISO/TC 249 has 45 member bodies, and published 125 ISO
standards for TCM. Among them, 51 standards published for more than five years
have passed ISO systematic review. Moreover, the standards published by ISO/TC
249 have become a successful model for ISO standards to promote social and
economic development. For example, the Shanghai Municipal Government
invested RMB 500 million to establish the Shanghai Academy of International
Standardisation for Traditional Chinese Medicine to support the work of ISO/TC
249 Secretariat. The international standards such as Ganoderma lucidum and
Dendrobium, acupuncture needles and herbal decocting apparatus, and the
coding system for Chinese medicines, have made outstanding contributions to
promoting the import and export trade of TCM and improving its quality and safety
control.

International standards are the synthesis of mature experience and advanced
scientific research. The achievements of ISO/TC 249 have promoted the
modernisation and internationalisation of TCM. In line with ISO’s strategic
adjustments in 2025, ISO/TC 249 has now been elevated to serve as the
international standardisation platform for global traditional medicine. Seizing this
new opportunity, ISO/TC 249 will share the experience gained from TCM
standardisation with other traditional medicine systems and take a leading role in
driving the development of international standards for global traditional medicine.
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