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In the aspect of international exchanges, we continuously explore the wisdom
of traditional Chinese medicine and enhance cultural confidence. During the
2022 "Dialogue on Traditional Chinese Medicine" diplomatic interview series, |
had a conversation with Dusan Bella, Ambassador of Slovakia to China and his
wife, stating that, “Traditional Chinese medicine is summarised and developed
by our ancestors based on observations of natural environment and patterns
of climate changes. It is an oriental wisdom, rooted in the harmony of nature,
utilises therapies such as herbal medicine and acupuncture to promote the
well-being of the body."

Adhering to this philosophy, the Beijing University of Chinese Medicine
(BUCM) has been actively promoting the internationalisation of Chinese
medicine and expanding its global influence in recent years. BUCM was
one of the earliest institutions to receive foreign students and has trained
nearly 20,000 students specialising in Chinese medicine from 94 countries
and regions. We have also established cooperative relationships with 118
institutions in 31 countries and regions across the globe.

In 2014, we took the lead in proposing the establishment of overseas
Chinese Medicine Centre which integrates medical treatment, education,
research, and cultural exchange. On 17 November 2014 in Sydney, Australia,
China’s President Xi Jinping and the then Australian Prime Minister Tony
Abbott witnessed the signing of a memorandum of understanding (MoU)
on jointly establishing a Chinese Medicine Centre by BUCM and Western
Sydney University (WSU). The Centre is a major outcome from the China-
Australia Free Trade Agreement, highlighting the collaboration for promoting
traditional Chinese medicine for better health and wellbeing through clinical
service, education, scientific research and culture exchange. The Chinese
medicine collaboration between BUCM and WSU has lasted for more than
a decade and has received substantial support from NICM Health Research
Institute, the world-class research institute at WSU. The first meeting of the
Governing Council of the Chinese Medicine Centre was held on 26 September
2018, co-chaired by the Vice-Chancellor of WSU and myself. This marks a
new stage of development for the Centre after years of work in forging the
foundations for collaboration.
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Additionally, we have opened Chinese Medicine Centers in Maryland, US, St.
Petersburg, Russia and other places, promoting international exchanges and
cooperation. We persist the principle of "carrying on the essence of traditional
Chinese medicine while pursuing innovations in the field," integrating
traditional Chinese medicine and modern medical characteristics with the
aid of modern biotechnology and artificial intelligence. In the future, we aim
to establish multi-disciplinary Traditional Chinese Medicine International
Cooperation Centre, creating a new international image for China's
humanities and technology.
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