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Abstract
In the United States, botanicals, including some Traditional Chinese Medicines, are regulated
as dietary supplements by the US Food and Drug Administration since 1994. For most
supplements there is no required safety or efficacy testing, and this has led to a proliferation
of botanical supplement products. The quality of these products is highly variable. Examples
of adulteration will be highlighted, from our research using phyotochemical fingerprinting as
well as a recent case by the New York Attorney General’s Office using DNA barcoding.
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